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ORDINANCE NO. 1-65

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING THE SALE, POSSESSION, STORAGE AND USE OF
CLASS C FIREWORKS WITHIN THE CITY OF EMPORIA, KANSAS, AND
SUPERSEDING ANY PRIOR ORDINANCE ON THE SAME SUBJECT

WHEREAS, sale and discharge of fireworks is banned within Emporia, Kansas,
by the Fire Code unless specifically authorized by ordinance and; ,

WHEREAS, the City Commission has determined that with proper storage and
handling, Class C fireworks may be safely sold and discharged and should be allowed
within the City over the Fourth of July holiday period;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Glty of
Emporia, Kansas as fcllows

Section 1. Class C fireworks means consumer fireworks which are authorized by the
Kansas State Fire Marshall to be legally sold to consumers in the State of Kansas, not
including “bottle rockets” (rockets mounted on a wire or stick), sparkiers with wire rods,
and unmanned aerial luminaries, which are specifically excluded and remain banned.

Sectiori 2. lllegal fireworks are bottle rockets, sparklers with metal rods and unmanned
aerial luminaries as defined above and any other Class of non-consumer pyrotechnic
device which requires a special permit fo possess, store or use. Such fireworks shall
remain banned within the city limits unless a permit is issued therefore.

Section 3. In addition to Class C fireworks, toy smoke devices, poppers, sparklers,
buming “snakes” and toy caps or balls are algo permitted to be sold, possessed, stored
and discharged in accordance with this ordinance. All other types of fireworks not
specifically authorized are hereby continued to be banned.

Section 4. The sale and discharge of Class C fireworks shall be allowed within the
oorporate limits of the City of Emporia between June 27 and July 5 of each calendar
year, from the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., except on the 3rd and 4th of July
which hours of sale and discharge shall be from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. No
fireworks may be discharged on real property without the permission of the owner or
person or entity in control of the property. The discharge of fireworks Is specifically
prohibited- on street rights-of-way, in city parks, city golf course, city parking lots,
recrestion fields, David Traylor Zoo, Lee Beran Recreation Center, Jones Aquatic
Center, and all federal, state, county or city owned or leased real property within the city
limits of Emporia. No fireworks shall be discharged within 200 feet of the property line of
any hospital, school, or nursing home.

Section 5. Retail fireworks stands within the Metropolitan Area Planning District of
the City of Emporia, Kansas, and under the jurisdiction of the Emporia Fire Department,
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shall be required fo provide a safety flyer to every purchaser of fireworks. The safety
fiyer template shall be provided by the Emporia Fire Department, and each permitee of
the City shall be responsible for reproduction and distribution of the fiyer at the point of
sale.

Section 6.  The Chief of the Emporia Fire Department shall have the authority and
discretion to ban the discharge of all fireworks within the corporate limits of the City of
Emporia if the weather conditions make discharge of fireworks in the City hazardous to
persons or property. The decision to ban the use of fireworks shall be disseminated by
radio, television or newspaper.

Section 7.  Any sale and/or discharge of fireworks prohibited by this ordinance within
the corporate city limits of Emporia, Kansas, shall be a violation of the City Code
Section 12-1 and subject to the penalties of City Code Sec. 126, a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $500, and confiscation of
said fireworks.

Section 8. The provisions of this ordinance shall bscome effective upon publication in
the official city newspaper.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 15th day of February, 2017.
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